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Themes from the 1787 Constitutional Convention—Part 1

A thematic study of the Constitutional Convention of 1787 opens important avenues of discussion on topics related
to the Convention itself and the Framers, the workings of the U.S. government, and life in America. This program
uses 38 video clips (2:35 each) to explore the following themes, some of which are still relevant today: The
Context/Setting of 1787, The Delegates, The Virginia and New Jersey Plans, The Executive Branch, The Legislative
Branch, The Judicial Branch, and Slavery. (104 minutes)

Themes from the 1787 Constitutional Convention—Part 2

Not all of the issues and questions raised at the Constitutional Convention of 1787 were answered during those
heady few months. Indeed, some are still unresolved to this day. This program uses 38 video clips (2:35 each) to
explore the following themes: Democracy, Representative Government, and the People; Large States and Small;
Making a Constitution; American Indians and the West; National Powers: War, Taxes, and the National Defense;
Religion and the Constitution; and Federal or National? (104 minutes)
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The 1787 Constitutional Convention, Day by Day—Part 1

Composed of 30 video reports (2:35 each), this program covers the Constitutional Convention of 1787 from May
21st, just before its start, through July 25th, when the delegates tried—unsuccessfully—to decide how a President
should be elected. “We seem to be entirely at a loss!” said Elbridge Gerry, of Massachusetts. It was the only thing

they could agree upon that day.
The 1787 Constitutional Convention, Day by Day—Part 2

This program comprising 30 video reports (2:35 each) tracks the Constitutional Convention of 1787 from July 26th
to its close on September 17th, which found the 38 signers still trying to persuade the three dissenters to make the

document unanimous. The rest, as they say, is history.
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